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OR, 
Nothing but Mirth. + 
| Citizen for Recreation ſake, 
Ar 0 {ee the Country would a Journey make, 
Some dozen miles, or little more, 
| 4 Taking his leave of his Friends two Months before z 


With drinking Healths, and ſhaking by the Hand, 
As if he had travePd to ſome New-found-Land, 
| Well, taking Horſe with very much ado, 
London he leaves for a Day or Two 
And as he rideth, meeteth on the way, 
Such (as what haſte ſoever) bids Men ſtay ; 
Sircah (ſays one) Stand, and your Purſe deliver, 
[ I am a Taker, you mult be a Giver : 
| 


Unto a Wood ſtreight way they hale him in, * 
And Rifle him unto the very Skin : 
Maſters (quoth he) pray hear me e*re you go, 
For you have Robbed more then you do know ; 
} My Horſe (in Troth) I borrowed of my Brother, 
The Bridle and the Saddle of another : 
The Jerkin and the Bales be a Taylors, 
The Scarf (I do aſlure you) is a Saylors : 
The Falling-band is likewiſenone of mine, 
Nor Cuffs, as true as this good Light doth ſhine, 
The Sattin Doublet, and the Velvet-Hoſe, 
Are our —— all the Pariſh knows ; 
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Doffor Merry 'Man : Or; 
-The Boots are Foby the Grocers of the Sway, 
The-Spurs werelent me bya Serving-man : 
One of my Rings (that with the great red Stone) 

Ia ſ6oth, I horrowed of my Goſlip Fear, 

HeePHusband knows.not of 1t, Gentlemen, 

Thus ſtands my caſe, [ pray ſhew favour then : 

Why (quoth the Thieves) thou needlt not greatly care 
Since in thy loſs ſo many bare a ſhare ; 

The World grows hard, many good'Fellows lack, 
Look not at this time for a Penny back ;- 

Go tell at London thou didſt meet with four, 

That rifling thee, have Rob'd at leaſt a ſcore. 


PTSTESTS EEESIISEPSE: 


Wo Beggers did encounter on the way, 

That had nor ſeen each other in many a day, 
Nor met together at the Hedge, ( Rogues Hall 5 
As perfett Lowſie as they both could crawl : 

Each had a Cap, a Night-Cap for the cold, 

And Cloaks with patches full as they could hold; 
Great Satthel Strips that ſhut with Leather ftraps, 
And each a Dog to eat his Maſters ſcraps ; 
Their Shooes were Hobnail-proof , ſoundly bepegg'd, 
Wrapt well with Clouts, to keep them warmer Legg'd 
Says oxe- 20 th* other ; Come, hang care, let's Drink, 
Our Trade is hetter then a number think : 
ForI, my Wife, and'Fack,, go up and down, 
To make our every Day worth Half a Crown ; 
Moſt Towns in Flaxders I have-learn'd to name, 
And anva poor diſtreſſed Souldier lame ; 

And ſometimes I their Charity deſire, 

Like One hath loſt all that he had by Fire, 
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Nothing but Mirth, 
Fire (quoth the other) come along mad Knave, 
Let's go where we ſome watring place may have : 


"Where's the beſt Beer to give a Man content? © 


I have a Penny that was never ſpent : 

And Twenty Slaves , I Gentlemen did Name, 

Before I could be Maſter of the ſame ; 

To many an Aſs IT do the Worlhip give, 

With Lord preſerve you whilſt you lve ; 

Now Jeſus proſper you by Sea and Land, 

And bleſs you (Maſter) all you take in hand. 

God keep your limbs, and Lord increaſe your ſtore, 

I eat no Bread today (but Drank the more ) 

For Chriſt his ſake make this ſame up a Penny, 

Thus do I angle Silver out of many : 

I, when I have it for my ſpeaking fair, 

If they were Hang'd that gave it, Pde not care. 
The other Begger Laught , and did Reply, 

Roger, of that ſame Humour juſt am I, 

I can afford good Speeches as well as thou, 

And unto any Knave ſuch Words allow ; 

I will not want that, till my Tongue doth fail, 

But prethee come, let us go find the Ale ; 

I am as dry as ever was March duſt, 

And here's a Groat, I mean to ſpend'it juſt. - 

Well ſaid Old Tom, (faysth? other) if thou do, 

My Groat ſhall go, and my Tobacco too : 

Although a Beggers credit be not great, 

We will be Gentlemen in our conceit : 

T think, my ſelf as good a Man each way, 

As he that goes in's Velvet every day. 

We'l ſpend a Crown, and drink. Carouſes round, 

Before ſome Churles are worth Ten Thouſand pound : 

There's nothing but a pair of Stocks we fear, 

T le bring thee to a Cup of tickling gear. 
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Money-monger choice of Sureties had, 

| A Countrey-tellow plain in Ruſlet clad : 

His Doublet, Mutton-taffety, Sheep-skins, 

His Sleeves at Hand button'd with two good pins, 
Upon his Head a filthy greaſie Hat, 

That had a hole eat thorow it by a Rat : 

A Leather Pouch that with a Snap-hanch ſhut, 

One hundred hob-nails 1n his Shooes were put ; 
The Stockings that his Clownith Legs did fit, 
Were Kerſey to the Calf, the other Knit ; 
Andata Word, th? Apparel that he wore, 

Was not worth Twelve-pence, at Who gives more ? 
The other Surety of another ituff, 

His Neck inviron*d with a double Ruff, 

Made Lawn and Cambrick both ſuch common Ware, 
His Doublet ſet had falling bands to ſpare 

His Faſhion new, with late Edition ſtood, 

His Rapier hilt imbru*d with golden Blood, - 
And theſe fame trappings made him ſeem ſo ſound, 
To pals his Credit for an hundred pound, 

So was accepted ; Ruſlet-Coat deny'd, 

But when time came the Money ſhould be paid, 
And Monſieur Uſurer did hunt him out, | 
Strange alteration ſtruck his heart in doubt ; 

For in the Counter he was gone to dwell, 

And Brokers had his painted Cloaths to ſell: 

The Ufurer then Farther underſtands, 

The.Cjown (refus'd) was Rich, and had good Lands, 
Ready (through rage) to hang himſelf, he ſwore, 
That ſilken Knaves ſhould cozen him no more. 
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Nothing but Mirth« © =. 
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A Wealthy Miſers Son upon a Day, 

Met a poor Youth, that did intreat and pray, 
Something in Charity in his Diſtreſs, 

Help Sir (quoth he) one that is Fatherlefs : 

Sirrah (ſal = away, be gone with ſpeed, 

Ple help none ſuch, thou art a Knave indeed : 
Doſt thou complain becauſe thou want?ſt a Father, 
Were it my cale, I ſhould rejoyce the rather : 

For if thy Father's Death caule thee repine, 

I would my Father had excuſed thine. 


TREEEEESEÞ SEES 


A Country Fellow had a Dream, 
which did his mind amaze 

That ſtarting up he wakes his Wife, 
and thus to her he ſays : 

Oh ! Woman riſe and help your Gooſe, 
for even the beſt we have, 

Is pany at point to dye, 
unleſs her Life you ſave z 

Or either ſide of her I ſee, 
” hungry Fox doth ſit, 

But ſtaying npon courteſie, 
who ſhall egin 0 bo. 

Huſband ( quoth ſhe ) if this be all,” 
I can your Dream. expound ; 

The perfeit meaning of the ſame, 
T inſtantly have found. 

The Gooſe berwixt two Foxes plac'd, 
which in your ſleep you ſaw, 
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Dofor Merry-Man : Or, 
Is your ſelf that prove a Gooſe, 
in going ſtill to Law : 
On either ſide a Lawyer ſits, 
and they do Feathers pull ; 
That in the end you will be left, 
a bare and naked Gull. 
Wife, in good Troth (quoth he) I think, 
thou art juſt in the right : 
My Purſe can witneſs to my grief, 
they do begin to bite. 
I do reſolve another courſe, 
" and much commend thy wit, 
Ile leave the Gooſes part for them 
that have a mind to it. 
And if thou ever find that I 
to Lawing Humounrs fall, ; 
Let me be Fran 'd4 at Weſtminſter, 
(Wife) Ple Forſuke the Hull. 
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N idle Fellow that would take no pain, 
Locking that others ſhould his ſtate maintain, 
Was ſharp reproved by an honeſt Friend, 
Who told him Man was made for other end ; 
Then onely Eat, and Sleep, and Play, 
To whem the Lazy Creature thus cd fay : 
Sir, 1c0neer intend to labour much, 
Becavie [ ſee the bad reward of ſuch 
As take molt pains. Horſes that labour great, 
Areca:t into Ditches for the Dogs to eat. 
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Nothing but Mirth. 


A Crafty kind of Knaviſh Fool, 
(whereof there plenty be, ) 

Did break, his Maſters Leoking-Glaſs, 
and ſwore it was not he : 

His Maſter did Examine him, 

demanding who it was? 

Sir ,, if you'l be content ,, (quoth he) 
Ple tell who broke the Glaſs; 

With that he brought him in the Hall, 
to Fortunes Pitture there ; 

Saying, Sir, *rwas Fortune did the deed, 
ſhe ought the blame to bear. 

His Maſter took, a Cudgel then, 
and belaboured him withal 

Who crying out for mercy, down 
before his Feet did fall. 

Nay (quoth his Maſter) *tis not I, 
to Fortune you muſt ſpeak: 

Foy even ſhe that Cudgels you, 
the Glaſs before did break, 
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A Sort of Clowns for loſs that they ſuſtain'd 

By Souldiers, to the Captain ſore complain'd, 

With doleful Words, and very woful faces, 

They moy*d him to Compallionate their caſes : 

Good Sir ( ſays one) I pray redreſs our wrong, 

They that have done it ,, unto you belong ; 

Of all that Ore we had, we are bereft, 

Except our very Shirts, there's nothing left. 

The Captain anſwer*d thus : Fellows hear me ; h 


My Souldiers rob'd you not 1 plainly ſes 
- B: At 
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Dof#or Merry-Man : Or, 


At your firſt Specch you made me ſomewhat ſad, 
But your laſt Words reſolv'd the doubts I had : 
For they which rifled you, left Shirts (you ſay) 
And I am ſure mine carry all away : © 
But this I kyow ,, an Errour you are in, 


My Souldiers would have lefr you but your Skin. 
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Ne Dying left Three Sons, 
whom he Advice did give : 
Of what Profeſſion to make choice, 
whereby they beſt might live. 
Unto the firſt he ſaid, 
Law will be good for thee - 
TI know as long as there be Men, 
ſome wranglers ſtill will be : 
The ſecond he did wiſh, 
a Cannons Life to chuſe ; 
For when that others weep and mourn, 
why thou ſhalt ſinging uſe. 
Pa + the ed + « of 
Phyſick_ for thee is fit ; 
For Earth will ſmother all the faults 
Phyſuians do commit. 
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AN Old ſtale Widdower quite paſt the belt, 
That had nothing about him in requeſt, 
Save onely that he carried in his Purſe, 

Would have a tender Wench to be his Nurſe. 
His ſight was dim, his Teeth was rotted out, 
His Hands had Palſic, and his Legs the Gout : 


Yet 


Nothing but Mirth. | 


Yet he would Wench it with a dainty Maid, 
Whoſe beauties price in all the Pariſh ſway'd, 
And had her equal hardly to be ſeen, 

A tender young one, much about Fifteen. 

This Gallant to her did a Suiter go, 

With much ado, his Legs did plague him fo. 

Yet with his Staff a pretty ſhift he made, 

So told her, Cup:d had the Villain plaid 

With his poor heart, *twas wounded for her ſake, 
And ſhe muſt neads a healing-Plaiſter make. 

The Maid beheld him with a loathing eye, 

And for his quick diſpatch made quick reply-: * 
Kind Sir (quoth ſhe) your Suit in love with-draw, 
You ſhall not Thatch my new Houſe with old Straw. 


Gentleman a curious Building fram*d, 

A houſe like thoſe that are from Founders xam*d ; 
The Work-men had —_ their art thereon, 
Compoſing it a curious heap of Stone, 
Being perfetk niſhed as nk to be, 
The Founder brought his Friend the ſame to ſee : 
Demanded how be liked the Houſe of his ? 
Why well (quoth he) onely one fault*s amiſs, 
And that ( methinks) diſeraceth all the reſt, 
Your Kitching is too little I proteſt. 
O Sir ( quoth be) in that you do miſtake, 
A reaſon for the ſame I will you make : 
Of purpoſe I contriv'd the Kitching ſmall, 
To have my Houſe the bigger therewithal. 


A Barber and a Mower did contend, 
With much ado, before their ſtrife could end ; 
About the Priviledge that each did claim, 
And thus the Barber did his reaſons frame : 
B 2 " 


Doftor Merry-Man : Or, 


Sir Iam head of all the Trades that be, 

. For Kings muſt fit bare-headed unto me. 

The greateſt Monarchs that we find, 

Puts off to me, Mower you come behind. 
TY other reply*d, Barber in vain you jarr, 

I have a priviledge exceeds you far ; 

For when by me the Grafs with Sith is ſhorn, 
Or that my Sickle cutteth down the Corn, 
Upon the ſtumps I bold dare untruſs, 

What Barber on his Work that dare do thus, 
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A N Humerous Fantaſtich Aſs, 
whoſe Wit and Wealth was ent, 
Did mm all Companies he came, 
boaſt of his great diſcent : 
And all the Gentlemen he knew, 
unto his Blood were baſe, 
For he could prove from Noah's great Flood, 
his Stock, of Royal Race. 
Pray Sir (quoth one) take no more pains, 
in this ſame worthy thing, 
For it ti: moſt apparent plain, 
from what old Houſe you ſpring : 
You may juſt prove your Pedigree, 
from Noah wnte this Hour, 
Your Anceſtors good Maſons were, 
that wrought upon Eabel-Tomer ; 
And were I as your Worſhip is, 
in ſpight of Brick-layers-Hall, 
/ would have Trowel in mine Arms. 
a Ladder, Tray, and all. 


Gentlemen 
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'E Entlemen that approach about my Stall, 
To moſt rare Phylick I invite you all, - 
Come near, and hearken what I have to Sell, 
And deal with me all thoſe that are not well: 

In this ſame Box I have ſuch precious ſtuff, 

To give it praiſe I have not Words enough : 
Ifany Humour in _ Head be crept, 

Fle find it out as if your Head were Swept ; 
Almoſt through Emrope I have ſhewn my Face, 
And Wonders have perform'd in every place. 
Behold this Salve (I do not uſe tolye) 

Whole Ho#F:rals there have been Cur'd thereby : 
Ido not ſtand here like a Tatter*d Slave, 

My Velvet and my Chain of Gold I have : 
Which cannot be maintained by Mens looks, 
Friends, all the Town is hardly worth my Books : 
There ſtands my Coach and Horſes, *tis mine own,, 
From hence to Twrkze is my credit known ; 

In Sooth I cannot boaſt as many will, 

Let nothing Speak for me but only Skill : 

You ſee the thing like Gingerbread lies there, 
My Tongue cannot expreſs to any ear, 

The ſundry Vertues that it doth contain, 

Or number half the Worms that it hath ſlain :: 
If in your Bellies there were Crawlers bred 

In multitudes, like Hairs upon your Head, 
Within four hours ſpace, or thereabout, 

At all the holes you have Ile fetch them out, 
And ferret them before that I have done, 

Even like the Hare that forth the Baſhdoth run. 
Here is a wondrous Water for the Eye, 

This for the Stomach, Maſters will you boy ? 


"When 1 am gone, you will repent too late, 
And then (like Fools) among your ſelves will prate : 
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Dofor Merry-man: Or, 


Oh that we had that Famous Man again, 
When I {tall be employfd in France or Sparr , 
Now for a ſtorer you a Box ſhall have, 

That will the lives of half a dozen fave : 

My Man is come, and in my ear he ſays, 

At home for me at leaſt an hundred ſtays : 
All Gentlemen ; y#t for your good (you ſee) 
I make them tarry and attend for me, 

If that you have no Money let me know, 
Phyſick of Alms upon you 1fle beſtow : 
What Doctor in the World can offer more ? 
Such arrant Clowns I never ſaw before : 
Here you do ſtand like Owls and gaze on me, 
But not a penny from you l can ſee. 

A Man ſhall come to do ſuch Dunces good, 
And cannot have his meaning underſtood : 


"Totalk to ſenſeleſs people it is in vain, 


Ifle fee you hang*d efre Ifle come here again ; 

Be all Diſeas*d as bad as Horſes be, 

And dye in Ditches like to Dogs for me : 

An Old Wifes Medicine, Parſly, Time, and Sage, 
Will ſerve ſuch Buzzards in this ſcurvy Age : 
Gooſe-Greaſe and Fennel, with a few Dog-dates, 
Is excellent for ſuch baſe lowſie Mates : - ' 
Farewel; ſome Hempton-Halter be the Charm, 
To ſtretch your Necks ſo long as is mine arm. 
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() came to wooe a Wench: that was preciſe, 
And by the Spirit did the Fleſh deffiſe, 
Moving a ſecret Match berween them two, 

But ſhe in ſooth and ſadneſs would not do : 

He did reply, ſo ſweet a fair as (he 

(Made of ſuch ftnff. as all fair Women be) 
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Nothing but Mirth. 
Onght by the Law of Nature to be kind, 
And ſhew her ſelf to bear a Womans mind. 
Well Sir (quoth ſhe) you Men do much prevail, 
With cunning Speeches, and a pleaſant Tale : 
Tis but 4a Fly to be over-nice, 
You ſhall, but Twenty Shillings is the price, 
A brace of Angels if you will beſtow, 
Come ſuch a time, and 1 am for you ſo : 
Well, he took leave, and with her Husband met, 
Told him, by Bond he was to pay a Debt ; 
Intreating him to do fo good 4 deed, 
As lend him Twenty Shillings at his need : 
Which (very kindly) he preſent did extend, 
And th* other willing on his Wife did ſpend. 
So taking leave of her, he goes his ways, 
Meeting his Creditor within few days : 
And told him, Sir, I wns at home to pay, - 
The Twenty Shillings which you lent the laſt day : 
And with your Wife (becauſe you were not there, 
T left it, pray you with my boldneſs bear : 
Tis well (quoth he) I'me glad I did you pleaſure ; 
So coming home , queſtions Tis Wife at leiſure. 
I pray ( ſmeet-heart ) was ſuch a Man with thee ? 
And did he leave Twenty Shillings for me ? 
She bluſh*d, and ſaid, he hath been here indeed, 
But you do ill to lend, Husband take heed : 
The falſhood of the World you do not ſpy, 
It is not good to truſt before you try 
Pray lend no more, for it may breed much ſtrife, 
To have ſuch Knaves come home to pay your Wife. 


SESSSSSESSLSTES 


A Crew of Foxes were on Thieving ſet, 
Together at a Country Hen-rooſt met. 


Where 
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Do#ior Merry-man: Or, 


Where the poor Poultry went to grievous wrack, 
For there they feaſted till their Guts did crack. 
Having well Suppfd, ready to go away, 

Without demanding what there was to pay ; 
Says one unto the reſt, Friends hark to me, 

Let*s point where our next meeting-place ſhall be. 
With a good will (ſays one above the reſt) 

At ſuch a Farmers Houſe, his Lambs be beſt: 
Nay (quoth another) I do know a Clown, 

Hath even the fatteſt Geeſe in all the Town. 
Well Maſters (ſaid a grave and antient Fox, 

Had been the death of many Hens and Cocks, ) 
The ſureſt place to meet that I can tell, 

Will be the Skinners Shop, and ſo farewel. 
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A Shegherd that a careful Eye did keep, 

Unto the ſafety of his grazing Sheep, 
Perceiv*'d a Woolf thorow the Hedge aid pry; 
Sirrah (quoth he) pray what make you ſo nigh ? 
Why ( ſays the Woolf ) thou ſeeſt I do no itf, 
Thy F Bd is far enough upon the Hill : 

What TFuſtice now a a theſe people lacks ? 

The Crows ride boldly on the Cattels backs ; 

And not a Word thou ſayſt to them at all, 

Yet but for looking on, with me doſt brawl. 

The Proverb*s true, for now I find it well, 

Which once I heard an antient old Woolf tell, 

He that upon a bad ill Name doth light, 

Is even half-hang*d, as good be hang*d out-right ; 
And I my ſelf by proof can now alledge, 

Some hetter ſteal, then ſome look ofre the Hedge. 


The 


Nothing but Minh. 


"] #* Devil did complain he was not well, 


And would gotake ſome Phyſick out of Hell : 
To England, France, and Spain with ſpeed he got, 
Where all refus*d him, he did burn ſo hot-: 
In haſte he then to Germany did hie, 
The cunning of a Quack-ſalver to try 
Where in a Market-place upon a Stage, 
He found a Fellow could all Griefs aſluage : 
Doctor (quoth he) I want ſome of thy skill, 
For I do find I am exceeding ill, 
And any thing for-caſeT will indure, 
What ? wilt thou undertake my pain to cure ; - 
If thou canſt caſe the Malady I have, 
Thou ſhalt have Gold, even what thy ſelf will crave? 
Gentleman (faid the Doctor to this Devil) 
Upon my Life Fle rid you from this evil ? 
Make unto me thoſe Griefs you have, but known, 
And with the curing them let me alone. 
Why Sir (quoth he) my Head with Horns doth ake, 
My Brains doth Brimſtone-like Tobacco take ; 
My Eyes are full of ever-burning fire, 
My Tongue a drop of Water doth dehire ; 
About my Heart doth crawling Serpents creep, 
AndlI can neither Eat, nor Drink, nor Sleep, 
There*s no Diſeaſes whatſoere they be, 
But I have all of them impos*d on me , 
All torments that the Tongue of Man can name, 
Within, without, in a continual flame. 
Quoth the Quack-falver, I will undertake 
A ſound Man of you in a Month to make. 
Wilt pleaſe your Worſhip, ſhew. me where you dwe!! * 
Marry (quoth he) my Chamber is in Hcl : | 
Thy Charges in thy Journey I will bear, 
And Fle prefer thee to the Devil there : 
With ſpced get up, Ifle take thee on my back, 
The World may ſpare thee, and in Hell we lack. _ 
C 
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Doctor Merry-Man : Or, 
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A Biſhop met two Prieſts upon the way, 

And did falute them with the time df day : 
Good Morrow Clerks unto you both (quotk he) 
Sir (they og yd) no Clerks, but Prieſts are we. 
Why (quoth the Biſhop) then I will conſent 


" Unto the title of your own content : 


Sith you deny to carry Schollars marks, 
Good Morrow to you Prielts, that are no Clerks, 
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'Os climbing on a Tree, by hap 
" fell down, and brake his arm, 
Hnd did complain unto a Friend 
of his unlucky harm. 
Would I had counſel d you before, 
(quoth he to whom he ſpake ) 

I know a trick for climbers, that 
they never hurt ſhall takg. h 
Netizhbour ( ſaid he ) 1 have a Son, 

and he doth uſe to climb, 
Pray let me kyow the ſame for him, 
againſt another time. 

Why thus ( quoth he ) let any Mz 
that lives, climb never fo high, 
And make no more haſt down than up, 

zo harm can come thereby. 
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Nothing but Mirth. 


N aged Gentleman ſore ſick did lye, 
Expecting life, that could not chuſe but dye : 
His Fool came to him, and intreated thus, 
Good Maſter, efre you go away from us, 
Beſtow on Jack. (that have often made you laugh) 
Againſt he waxeth old, your Walking-ſtaff : 
I will (quoth he) go take it, there it is, 
But on condition Fack,, which ſhall be this : 
If thou do meet with any whilſt thou live, 
More Fool than thou, the Staff thou ſhalt him give z 
Maſter ({2id he) upon my life I will, 
But I do hope that 1 ſhall keep it ſtill, 
When death drew near, and faintneſs did proceed, 
His Maſter calls for a Divine with ſpeed, 
For to prepare him unto Heavens way, 
The Fool ſtarts up, and haſtily doth ſay, 
O Maſter, Maſter, take your Staff again, 
That proves your ſelf the worſt Fool of us twain. 
Have you now lived ſome fourſcore years and odd, 
And all this while are unprepar'd for God ? 
What greater Fool can any meet withal ? 
Then one that's ready in the Grave to fall, 
And is to ſeek about his ſoul cſtate, 
When dcath is opening of the Priſon-gate ? 
Bear witneſs Friends, that I diſcharge me plain, 
Here Maſter, here, receive your Staff again, 
Upon the ſame condition I did take it, 
According as you will*d me, I forſake it : 
And over and above [ will beſtow 
This Fp:iraph, which ſhall your folly ſhow. 
Here lies a Man, at Death did Heaven claim, 


But in his life he never ſought the ſame. 
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Doftor MerryMan $ Or, 
A Simple Clown ix Flanders, 
as he Travelling had been, 
Having his Wife in company, 
came late into his Inn, 
A Spaniſh Soxldier being there, 
a Gueſt unto the place, 
No ſooner ſaw , but likd his Wif?, 
. ( ſhe bad a comely face. ) 
And watch*d when they were gone to Bed, 
then boldly in comes he, 
And never. ſaid; Friend, by your leave, 
but made their number three, 
The Clown lay ſtill, and felt a ſtir, 
but durſt not ſpeak, forfs life, 
At length» his patience was ſo mov*a, 
be [iftly jorgd his Wife, 
And ſaid to her,* prethee intreat 
the Spaniard to be ſtill ; 
Can I ſpeak, Spaniſh Man (quoth ſhe) 
you kgrow TI have no kill : 
But Husband. if you pleaſe to riſe, 
and for the Sexton go, 
He underſtandeth Spaniſh well, 
aſſuredly I know. 
Faith, and I will fetch him ſtraight (quoth he) 
and ſo the Ruſtick, roſe, 
And ſoftly ſneaking out of- doors, 
about his Meſſage goes. 
Mean time , imagine what you will, 
to me it is unknown ; 
But efre her Husband came again, 
the Spaniard he. was gone - | 
IWhich when. the fimple Man perceiv'd, 
he fell to domineer : . 
@. Wife ( ſaid he ) for Twenty Pound, 
1 woxld I had been here, 
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| Nothing but Mirth. 
Tell me ( Swect-heart ) when I was gone, 
how long the Knave did ſtay ? 
( Quoth ſhe you ſcarce were out of doors, 
before he ran away. 
IWife ( quoth the Clown) thou mak'jt ne laugh, 
that I did fear him thus ;; 
Come let us take a little nap, 
for his diſturbing us. 
You ſee what comes of pollicy,. 
and good diſcretion, Wife : 
If I had been a haſty Fool, 
it might have coſt my Life. 
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I Am a profeſled Curtezan, 
that lives by peoples Sin ; 

With half a dozen Puncks I keep... 
I have good comings in : 

Such ſtore of Traders haunt my Houſe, 
to find a luſty Wench, 

That Twenty Gallants in a Week, 
do entertain the French ; 

Your Courtier, and your Citizen, 
your very Ruſtick Clown, 

Will ſpend an Angel on the Pox, 
even ready Money down : 

I ſtrive to live moſt Lady-like, 
and ſcorn thoſe fooliſh queans, 

That do not rattle in their Silks, 
and yet have able means ; 

I have my dainty Muſick plays, 
vwhen 1 would take my relt : : 


\ 


upon me 1n blew Coats, 

I have my Oars that do attend 
my pleaſure with their Boats. 

I have my Champions that will fight, 
my Lovers that do fawn, 

I have my Hat, my Hood, and Mask, 
my Fan, my Cobweb-Lawn : 

To give my Gloves unto a Gull, 
is mighty favour found, 

When for the wearing of the ſame, 
it colts him Twenty Pound. 

My Garter 1s a gracious thing, 
another takes away, 

And for the {ame a ſilken Gown 

"the Prodigal] doth pay. 

Then comes an Aſs, and he forſooth . 
is in ſuch a longing heat, 

My Busk-point even on his knees 
with tears he doth intreat : 


1 grant it to rejoyce the Man, 


and then requeſt a thing, 
"Which is both Gold and precious ſtone, 
the Woodcocks Diamond-Ring. 
Another lowly-minded Youth, 
Forſooth, my Shooe-ſtring craves, 
And that he putteth through his Ear, 
calling the reſt baſe Slaves. 
Thus fit I fools in humour ſtill, 
that come to me for Game, 
T puniſh them for Yenery, 
leaving their Purſes lame. 
In Newgate {ome take Lodging up, 
till they to Tyburn Ride ; 
And others walk to Wocdſtreer with 
- .a Sergeant by their fide : 


Doctor Merry-Man : Or, 


_ Thave my Serving-men to wait 
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Nothing but Mirth.. 
Some go to Hownds-ditch with their Cloaths, 
to pawn for Money lending, 
And tome I ſend to Surgeons Shops, 
becauſe t::cy lack ſome mending. 
Others paſs 1agged up and down, 
all tatter*d, rent, and torn ; 
- But being in that ſcurvy caſe, 
their Companies I ſcorn, 
For if they come and fawn on me, 
there's nothing to be got ; 
As ſoon as efre my Merchants break, , 
I ſwear I know them not : 
No entertainment, nor a look 
that the» ſhall get of me, 
If once I do begin t* perceive, 
that out of Caſh they be : 
. All kindneſles that I profeſs, 
the faireſt ſhews I make, 
Is love of all that comes to me, 
for Gold and Silvers ſake, 
To forward Men, I forward am, 
moſt Frank unto the Free ; 
But ſuch as take their wares on truſt, 
are not ro deal with me, 
The world is hard, all things are dear, 
Good-fellowſhip decays, 
And every one ſeeks profit now, 
in theſe ſame hungry days : 
Although my Trade in ſecret be 
unlawful to be known, 
Yet will-I make the heſt I-can, 
of that which is my own : 
For ſeeing I do venture fair, 
at price of /b:pping chear, 
I have no reaſon but tro make 
my Cuitomers pay dcar. 
Our 
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' Doflor Merry-Man + &&c, 
"Our charge beſide is very great, 
to keep them fine and brave ; 
A Whore that goes not gallantly 
ſhall little doings have : 
Fherefore all things conſider well, 
our charges, .and our danger, * 
A dayly Friend ſhall payas much 
as any Term-time ſtranger. 


CT ATIRITTTOTTT, 


A Rich Man and a poor did both appear 
: ® Before a- Fudge , an Injury to clear : 
The Rich did tell a Tale moſt tedious long, . 
Mending , ( as he ſuppos*d, )) with Words )) the wrong : 
And ever when the poor Man would have ſpoke, 
With bold out-facing ſpeech -he did him choak, : 
The woful wight at length could hear no longer, 
But boldly rais*d his waice both loud and ſtronger ; 
My Lord (quoth he) pray now bid Dives ſtay, 
And hear but what. poor Lazarus can ſay ; 
My Oxe came in his Field , which he doth keep, 


” 


And ſwears for that he*d pay. me with a Sheep. 
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